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Dire Tifiphone there keeps the ward, 

Girt in her (anguine gown by night and day, 

Obfervant of the fouls that pafs the downward way. Dryd. 
2 . It is much ufed in compofition. 

To-Night, adverbially. In this night; at this night. 

There came men in hither to-night of the children of If- 
rael, to fearch out the country. Jof ii. 2. 

Nightbra'wler. n.f [flight and brawler.] One who raifes 
difturbances in the night. 

You unlace your reputation, 

And fpend your rich opinion for the name 
Of a night-brawler. Shakef Othello. 

Nightcap, n.f. [ night and cap.] A cap worn in bed, or 
in undrefs. 

The rabblement houted, and clapt their chopt hands, and 
threw up their fweaty night-caps. Shakrf. fill. Cafar. 

Great mountains have a perception of the difpofition of 
the air to tempefts fooner than the vallies below; and there¬ 
fore they fay in Wales, when certain hills have their night¬ 
caps on, they mean mifehief. Bacon’s Nat. Hijiory. 

Flow did the humbled fwain deteft 
Flis prickly beard, and hairy breaft ! 

Kis night-cap border’d round with lace, 

Could give no foftnefs to his face. Swift's Poems. 

Nichtcrow. n. f. [ night and crow.] A bird that cries in 
the night. 

The owl fhriek’d at thy birth, an evil fign ; 

The night-crow cry’d, a boding lucklefs time. Shakef. 

Ni'ghtdew. n.f [night and dew.] Dew that wets the ground 
in the night. 

All things are hufh’d, as nature’s felf lay dead, 

The mountains feem to nod their drowfy head ; 

The little birds in dreams their longs repeat, Y 

And fleeping flowers beneath the night-dew fweat; V 
E’en lull and envy fleep. Dryden’s hid. Emperor. ) 

Ni'ghtdog. n.f [night and dog.] A dog that hunts in the 
night. Ufed by deer-ftealers. 

When night-dogs run, all forts of deer are chafed. Sha. 
Nightdress, n. f [night and drefs.] The drefs worn at 
night. 

The fair ones feel fuch maladies as thefe, 

When each new night-drefs gives a new dileafe. Pope. 
Ni'ghted. adj. [from night.] Darkened ; clouded ; black. 

It was great ign’rance, Glofter’s eyes being out, 

To let him live : Edmund, I think, is gone ; 

In pity of his mifery to difpatch 

Kis nighted life. Shakefpeare’s King Lear. 

Good Hamlet, call thy nighted colour off, 

And let thine eye look like a friend on Denmark. . Sha. 
NFghtfaring. n.f [night and fare.] Travelling in the 
night. 

Will-a-Wifp mifleads night-faring clowns. 

O’er hills, and finking bogs, and pathlefs downs. ^ Gay. 
Ni'ghtfire. n.f. [night and fire.] Ignis futuus ; Will-a- 
Wifp. 

Fooliih night-fires , womens and childrens willies, 

Chafes in arras, gilded emptinefs : 

Thefe are the pleafures here. _ Herbert. 

Ni'ghtfly. n. f. [night and fiy.] Moth that flies in the 
night. 

Why rather, fleep, Heft thou in fmoaky cribs, 

And hulh’t with buzzing night-flies to thy dumber; 

Than in the perfum’d chambers of the great, 

And lull’d with founds of fweeteft melody ? Shakefpeare. 
Ni'ghtfoundered. n.f. [from night and founder.] Loft 
or diftrefled in the night. 

Either fome one like us night-foundered here. 

Or elfe fome neighbour woodman, or at worft. 

Some roving robber calling to his fellows. Milton. 

Nightgown, n.f. [night and gown.] A loofe gown ufed 
for an undrefs. 

Since his majefty went into the held, 

I have feen her rife from her bed, throw , 

Her night-gown upon her. Sharejpearc s Macbeth. 

They have put me in a filk night-gown , and a gaudy fool s 
cap _ 7 Addifon’s Guardian, N°. 113. 

No meagre mufe-rid mope, aduft and thin, f 
In a dun night-gown of his own loofe 1 km. Pope s Dune. 
Ni'ghthag. n.f. [night and hag.] Witch fuppofed to wan¬ 
der in the night. t , , 

Nor uglier follows the night-hag , when called 
In fecret, riding through the air Ihe comes 
Lur’d with the fmell of infant-blood, to dance 
With Lapland witches. Milton’s Paradfe Lo/t, b. u. 

Nightingale, n.f. [from night and galan, Saxon, to ling, 
tralm , Teutonick, is a found or echo.] 

1. A fmall bird that fings in the night with remarkable me¬ 
lody; Philomel. 

I think. 

The nightingale , if Ihe Ihould ling by day. 
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When every goofe is cackling, would be thought 
No better a mufician than the wren. Shak r 

Although the wezon, throtle, and tongue, be the la"' 
ments of voice, and by their agitations concur in thof a 
lightful modulations, yet cannot we affign the caufe 6 de ~ 
any particular formation ; and I perceive the nirbtLl w 
fome difadvantage in the tongue. Browr/sV 

Thus the wife nightingale that leaves her home ’ ^ 
Purfuing conftantly the chearful fpring, 

To foreign groves does her old mufick brine. 7 y,, 

2. A word of endearment. 11 er ’ 

My nightingale ! 

We’ll beat them to their beds. Sbak. Ant. mdClttMn 
in ightly. adv. [from night.] c ' 


1. By night. 
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Thee, Sion ! and the flow’ry brooks beneath, 

That wafh thy hallow’d feet, and warbling flow, 
Nightly I vifit. _ Milton’s Paradife Lot 

Soon as the evening fhades prevail, 

The moon takes up the wondrous tale, 

And nightly to the liftning earth 
Repeats the ftory of her birth. Addifon’s SpeDator. 

2 . Every night. 

Let all things fuffer.. 

Ere we will eat cur meal in fear, and fleep 
In the affliction of thole terrible dreams 
That (hake us nightly. Shakefpeare s'Macbeth. 

Ni'ghtly. adj. [from night.] Done by night; afting by 
night; happening by night. 

May the ftars and fhining moon attend 
Your nightly fports, as you vouchfafe to tell 
What nymphs they were who mortal forms excel. Dryd. 

Soon as the flocks fhook off the nightly dews, 

Two fwains, whom love kept wakeful and the mufe, 
Pour’d o’er the whit’ning vale their fleecy care. Pope. 
Ni'ghtman. n.f. [night and man.] One who carries away 


ordure in the night. 
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NFghtmare. n.f [night , and according to Temple, mara , a 
fpirit that, in the heathen myth logy, was related to torment 
or fuffocate fleepers. ] A morbid oppreflion in the night, 
refembling the prefiure of weight upon the breaft. 

Saint WitholJ footed thrice the would. 

Fie met the nightmare , and her name he told ; 

Bid her alight, and her troth plight. Shake/. K. Lear. 
The forerunners of an apoplexy are, dulncis, drowlinefs, 
vertigoes, tremblings, oppreftions in Deep, and night-mares. 

Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Ni'ghtpiece. n.f. [night and piece.] A picture fo coloured 
as to be fuppofed feen by candle light; not by the light of the 
day. 

•He hung a great part of the wall with night-pieces, that 
feemed to fhow themfelves by the candles which were lighted 
up; and were fo inflamed by the fuii-fhine which fell upon 
them, that I could fcarce forbear crying out fire. Addifon. 

Ni'ghtrail. n.f [night and re^l, Saxon, a gown or robe.] 
A loofe cover thrown over the drefs at night. 

An antiquary will fcorn to mention a pinner or night-tail', 
but will talk as gravely as a father of the church on the 
vitta and peplus. Addifon on ancient Medals. 

Ni'ghtraven. n.f. [night and raven.] A bird iuppofed of 
ill omen, that cries loud in the night. 

The ill-fac’t owl, death’s dreadful meflenger, 

The hoarfe night-raven , trump of doleful drere. Spenjer. 

I pray his bad voice bode no mifehief: 

I had as lief have heard the night-raven , 

Come what plague would have come after it. Shake}. 

Nightrobber. n.f [night and robber.] One who Reals 
in the dark. 

Highways fhould be fenced on both fides, whereby thieves 
and night- robbers might be more eafily purfued and encoun- 
tered/ . 

Ni'ghtrule. n.f [night and rule.] A tumult in the mgnt. 

Flow now, mad fprite, . 

What night-rule now about this haunted grove ? Shake}. 

Nightshade, n.f. [m))a r caba > Saxon.] 

1. A plant of two kinds, common and deadly night-lliade. 
The flower confifts of one leaf, which is divided into me 
parts, and expands in form of a ftar: from the flower* , 
rifes the pointal, which afterward becomes a round, 0 , 

foft, fucculent fruit, containing many flat feeds in each. 

fpecies are nine. This the phyfleians have ire e 
ufed in medicine, under the title of folanum bortenje. 

2 ‘ ^Deadly night-Jhade (belladona) a plant. The 
bell-lhaped, of one leaf, divided into five 
at the top, and fucceeded by a globular o ’ ftrong 

into two cells which contain the feeds. 

NFghtshining. n.f [night and Jhine.] Shewing brightn 
in the night. None 










N I 

None of thefe nodtiluca, or night-Jb'mxg bodies,, h " e j>f n 
obferved in any of the antient fepulchres. irilhns Daedalus. 

Ni'chtsHRIEK y n.f [night znAJbnek.] A cry in the mg r . 

I have almoft forgot the tafte of fears . 

The time has been, my fenfes would have cool d 

To hear a night-JhM ; and my fell of hair 

Would at a difmal treatife roufe and ftir, , 

As hfc were in’t. Share's Macbeth. 

Ni'ghttripping. n.f. [night and trip.] Going lightly m 
the night. 

Could it be prov d, 

That fome night-tripping fairy had exchang’d 
In cradle cloaths, our children where they lay. 

Then would I have his Harry, and he mine. Shake]. 

Ni'ghtwalk. n.f. [night and walk.] Walk in the night. 

If in his nigbt-ivalk he met with irregular fcholars, he took 
their names, and a promife to appear, unfentfor, next morn- 
ino . Walton’s Life of Sander/on. 

Ni'ghtwalker. n.f [night and walk.] One who roves in 
the night upon ill defigns. 

Men that hunt fo, be either privy dealers, or night-walkers. 

Afcham’s Schoolmafier. 

Ni'ghtwarbling, [night and warble. ] Singing in the night. 

Now is the pleafant time. 

The cool, the filent, favc where filence yields 

To the night-warbling bird. Milton's Par. Lofi , b. v. 

Ni'ghtward. adj. [night and ward.] Approaching towards 
night. 

Their night-ward ftudies, wherewith they clofe the day's 
work. Milton on Education. 

NVghtwatch. n.f. [night and watch.] A period of the 
night as diftinguifhed by change of the watch. 

I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in 
the night-watches. PJalms Ixiii. 6 . 

Nigre'scent. adj. [ nigrefeens , Latin.] Growing black ; ap¬ 
proaching to blacknefs. 

Nigrifica'tion. n.f [niger andfacio.] The aft of making 
black. 

Nihi'lity. n.f. [; nihilite , Fr. nihilum , Latin.] Nothingnefs; 
the date of being nothing. 

Not being is confidered as excluding all fubftance, and 
then all modes are alfo neceffarily excluded ; and this we call 
pure nihility , or mere nothing. Watts’s Logick. 

To Nill. v. a. [from ne will, nillan, Saxon.] Not to will; 
to refufe ; to rejeft. 

Certes, faid he, I nill thine offer’d grace, 

Ne to be made fo happy do intend. 

Another blifs before mine eyes I place. 

Another happinefs, another end. Spenfer's Fairy Kj. 

In all affedlions fhe concurreth ftill; 

If now, with man and wife to will and nill 
The felf-fame things, a note of concord be, 

I know no couple better can agree. Ben. Jobnfon. 

Nill. n.f The fhining fparks of brafs in trymo- and meltm 0- 
the ore. & 

ToNIM. v. a. [ mmen , Dutch, to take.] To take. In cant, 
to fteal. 

1 hey’ll queftion Mars, and by his look 
Deteft who ’twas that nimrred a cloak. Hudibras , p. i. 

They could not keep themfelves honeft of their fingers, 
but would be nimming fomething or other for the love of 
thieving. L'EJirangc, Fable 2 A i. 

ini mble. adj. [from mm , or numan, Saxon, traftable.] Quick ; 
active; ready; fpeedy ; lively; expeditious. 

f hey being nimbler- jointed than the reft. 

And more induftrious, gathered more ftore. Spenfer 

You nimble lightnings, dart your blinding flames 
Into her iccrnfu] eyes. Shakefpeare'. r K. Lear. 

You have dancing flioes 

With nimble foies. Shakefpeare's Fome, and Juliet. 

tiis oft ring loon propitious fire from heaven, 

Com urn d with nimble glance and grateful fteam • 

I he others not, for his was not fincere. Milt. P Lofi 
1 hro the mid feas the nimhb ’ 



the hounds were ftraight uncoupled, and ere lonrr 
flag thought it better to truft to the nimbleneLs nf 
than t° tfie flender fortification of his lodmno- ^ oy ’ 
^Huntelf fhewing at one inftant both ftladinefs and rdmbl 

All things are therefore partakers of God • ^ 

offspring, his influence is in them and rh V G / a - Fe ^ 1S 
of God is for that very caufe fS tn 1 wifdom 

agility to pierce into all inteLLal,^ 

« go through all, and to reach untcl My SL 

At f 11 r Iving ftill. Hooker, b. v. f j, 

Are full of reft, defence and nimblcneL e; , r 

Ovid ranged over all Paxnaffus wi/great nimble!/^ 
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about the bottom. . . 1 '* 1 Onirk • ea^er to 

Ni'mblewitted. adj. [nimble and wit.] Q. > o 

rpe st'Nicholas Bacon, when a certain 

fellor at the bar, who was forward to fpeak, did "it-troP 
him often, faid unto him, There is a great difference be¬ 
twixt you and me; a pain to nte to 

A/Mfiadr^rk nimble.] Quickly ; Ipeedily; aflively. 
He capers nimbly in a lady s chamber. 

To the lafcivious playing of a lute. Sha. Rich. Hi. 
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Nimbly and fweetly recommends itfelf. Shake/p. 

Moft legs can nimbly run, tho’ fome be lame. Davies. 
The liquor we poured from the cryftals, and fet inna 
die-efting furnace to evaporate more nimbly. Boyle. 

Ni'mbles!. n.f. Nimblenefs. S M‘ r ' 

Ni'miety. n.f [nimietas , fchocl Latin.] The ftate of being 

too much. 

Ni'mmer. n.f [from nim.] A thief; a pilferer. 
Ni'ncompoop. n.f [A corruption of the Latin non compos.] 

A fool ; a trifler. . 

An old ninnyhammer, a dotard, a nincompoop , is the belt 
language fine can afford me. Addifon. 

NINE. n.f. [niun , Gothick ; mgon, Saxon.] One more than 
eight; one lefs than ten. 

The weyward lifters, 

Thus do go about, about, 

Thrice to thine and thrice to mine, 

And thrice again, to make up nine. Shake/. Macbeth. 

A thoufand fcruples may ftartle at firft, and yet in conclu- 
fion prove but a nine- days wonder. L’EJlrange. 

The faults are nine in ten owing to affeftation, and not to 
the want of underftanding. Swift’s Mfcell. 

Ni'nefold. n.f [nine and fold.] Nine times; any thing nine 
times repeated. 

This huge convex of fire, 

Outrageous to devour, immures us round ninefold. Milt. 
Ni'nepence. n.f [nine and pence.] A iilver c.,m valued at 
nine-pence. 

Three filver pennies, and a nine-pence bent. Gay s Pajl. 
Ni'nepins. n.f. [nine and pin.] A play where nine pieces o.: 
wood are fet up on the ground to be thrown down by a bo wl, 
A painter made blolfoms upon the trees in December, 
and fchool-boys playing at nine pins upon the ice in July. 

Peacbam on DravAng. 
For as when merchants break, o’erthrown 
Like nine-pins , they.flrike others down. Hud. p. ii. 

Ni'nescore. adj. [nine and Jcore .] Nine times twenty. 

Eugenius has two hundred pounds a year; but never va¬ 
lues himfelf above nine-fcore , as not thinking he has a right 
to the tenth part, which he always appropriates to charitable 
ufes. Addifon s Spectator, N r L 177. 

Nineteen, adj. [m^ontyne, Saxon.] Nine and ten ; one 
lefs than twenty. 

Nineteen in twenty of perplexing words might be changed 

into eafy ones, fuch as occur to ordinary men. Swift 

Nineteenth, adj. [mjomeo'oa, Saxon.] The ordinal of 

nineteen ; the ninth after the tenth. 

In the nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzer king of 

Babylon, came Nebuzaradan. 2 Kings xxv. 8. 

Ni'nety. adj. [bunfcmjonti^, Saxon.] Nine times ten. 

Enos lived ninety, years and begat Cainan. Gen v o 

Ninth, adj. [ ne S ofca, Saxon, j That which precedes ’the 

tenth ; the firft after the eighth ; the ordinal of nine. 

Upon a ftnet obfervation of many, I have not found any 

that fee the ninth day. Brown’s Vulgar Err ours. 

Ni ntieth. adj. |>nbm 5 onreo s o'Sa, Saxon.] The ordinal 

Oi ninety ; the tenth nine times told. 

NINNY ' n .f | ninna, a child, Spanifh.] A fool ; a fiimpleton. 

What a pied tunny’s this > Shakefpeare’s Temfie/l. 

The dean was fofhabby, and look’d like a ninny, 

lat ca ptain luppos’d he was curate. Swift 

Ninnyhammer. n.f. [horn ninny.] A fimpleton. J 

Another vents her paffion in fcurrilous terms ; an old nin- 

"DnTfT’P a d0tard, 3 nincom P°°P> is the beft lammane fhe 
can afford me. Guard; 

Hate you no more manners than to rail at Hocus that 

To NIP. v.a. [nijpen, Dutch.] Arbidh. John Bull. 

1. To pinch off with the nails ; to bite with the teeth 

outtheTS ml m ° m ’ N " nd & !mh 

- To m off by any flight means. ^ 1 ^ N °’ 3 ^- 

i he fmall flioots that extrad the fan of the moft ln-^- 
branches, mull be nipt off. P Yd 1 

3- To Waft ; to deftroy before full growth. ~ * Hufi ' 
Thtsis the ftate of man; W-day he puts forth 

The 









































































































































































































































